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   The Ratliffs of William Henry 
                By James Henry Radcliffe, Sr. 
James Henry “Chick” Radcliffe was a grandson of William Henry Ratliff, and wrote this article thirty 
years ago for the March 31, 1989 printed version of “Ratliff’s Ferry”, Vol. 6   Number 1      

Editor’s note: William Henry was first cousin to my grandfather, Thomas Alphonso Ratcliffe. Sadly, James Henry Radcliffe, 
Sr., who wrote this article,  passed away in 2006 near Statesboro, Georgia. He had served in the Georgia Air National Guard for 
42 years, and retired with the highest rank possible for a non-commisioned officer. He was survived by his wife, Joanne, two 
sons, James, Jr., and Woodrow Swan Radcliffe, and by his daughter, Sarah Joanne Radcliffe Cook, and four grandchildren. 

 

Researching the “Ratliffs of William Henry” has taken my wife, Joanne, and me to Anson 

County, North Carolina, on two occasions. Also, we have spent numerous hours in the court houses 

and libraries of Wadesboro, NC, Chesterfield, SC, and Louisville and Waynesboro, GA. Fifteen to 

twenty cemeteries over the three states have been visited, and hundreds of letters were written 

seeking help and information from family members and others. 

 

Last October, we visited Anson County for the Annual Ratliff Family Reunion, as we had never 

met any of the North Carolina family. This proved to be an excellent weekend. We met so many 

fine young and old family members for the first time. On a trip to Great-Granddaddy William 

Gaston Ratliff’s old home place near Cason’s Old Field, we followed Cousin Phyllis Steagall 

through a field of tall weeds for 300 yards, only to find a kudzu covered old home where 

Granddaddy William Henry may have lived as a child. Phyllis is the granddaughter of Carl Lacy 

Ratliff, Granddaddy’s younger brother. Visiting the old home place, as well as Great-Great-

Granddaddy John Perry Ratliff’s old home, proved to be some of the highlights of our weekend in 

Anson County. 

I’m healthy this year, and 

looking forward to seeing 

everyone again at the 

Ratliff Reunion on 

October 20th at Bethel 

Community Center.  

                    Cousin Vann 
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A visit to the old Ratliff Family Cemetery on Bill and Betty Ratliff’s farm proved to be meaningful as well. 

Bill is Phyllis’ dad and Carl Lacy’s son. Bill (William Henry) may have been named for my granddaddy, 

William Henry, who was seventeen years older than his brother, Carl Lacy. Bill, Betty and their family’s 

acceptance of Joanne and I really expressed the true southern hospitality the Ratliff clan is known to 

exhibit. 

Between November, 1922,  and March, 1924, Henry and Atha moved to Jefferson County, Georgia, with 

most of the children. Gertrude had died in 1918, and Uncle T.G., a lad of 15-17, apparently remained in 

Anson County because he married there and three of his five children were born there. He did later move to 

Burke County, GA. 

Aunt Marjorie Lamar (Marjorie Alice), was born in 1924 in Jefferson County after the family moved to 

Georgia. Aunt Marjorie is now 65 years young and lives in Port Wentworth, GA, on the coast near 

Savannah. She has two children, both girls. Aunt Marjorie and Aunt Eula are both in excellent health and 

visit each other regularly, although they live some 125 miles apart. About once every month or so, they 

drive about 250 miles to Atlanta to visit Aunt Irene who is presently in a nursing home in Lake City, a 

suburb of Atlanta. According to her oldest daughter, Mary Atha Hudlow, Aunt Irene has good and bad 

days, but the three “girls” enjoy a reunion at each visit. Worth Donald, also born in Jefferson County in 

1926, died in 1986 at the age of sixty. He has three children; Don, Kaye and Gina. Uncle Worth is buried in 

Waynesboro, GA. 

Determining why the family moved to Georgia, and changed the name from RATLIFF to RADCLIFF and 

RADCLIFFE, continues to be somewhat of a mystery. My dad Woodrow’s birth certificate from Anson 

County states he was born RATLIFF, and his dad William Henry was a RATLIFF. So did all of his other 

Anson County brothers and sisters. But, when my mama and daddy married in Aiken, SC in 1935, he was a 

RADCLIFFE. I can remember from childhood that some of daddy’s brothers dropped the “e” while Uncle 

Russell spelled his name RATCLIFF. It should be noted that Russell lived in North Carolina most of his 

life. 

As for the family name change, the remaining three children of Henry and Atha have stated the name was 

changed by an elementary school teacher in Jefferson County – from RATLIFF to RADCLIFFE because 

Radcliffe was the “proper English spelling”. This has also been indicated to Ed Ratliff of Alaska who has 

been “told” a school teacher made the name change. In addition, several of the grandchildren of Henry and 

Atha confirmed they were told by their parents the school teacher made the change. We do know definitely 

the family was born as RATLIFFS in Anson County, and changed the name while living in Jefferson 

County, GA. I believe we may say “definitely” the name change was initiated by a public school educator 

in Georgia. 

On our first visit to Anson County, we met Aileen Ratliff, Marion’s widow, in Morven. Aileen took us to 

visit an old cemetery several miles away, even thou she did not previously know us. Again, that southern 

hospitality beamed through. 

 

When our search began, Cousin May Burch MacCallum of Cheraw, SC was the first relative I contacted. I 

didn’t know May was a relative at the time. She has been most helpful every time we have needed her 

assistance. May ended her first of many letters saying, “Welcome to the world of those amazing Ratliffs”. 

No truer words have ever been spoken. May is the Great-Granddaughter of Susan Harriett (Hattie) Ratliff, 

a younger sister of Great-Granddaddy William Gaston Ratliff. 

The search for the family of William Henry began in 1987 because nothing was known about daddy’s 

Anson County family. It was our desire to provide our three children with a heritage of their granddaddy’s 

family from North Carolina. 
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William Henry Ratliff was born near Cason’s Old Field in Anson County on 18 Sept 1881. He was the 

second oldest son of William Gaston Ratliff and Susan Rebecca Gulledge, and the fourth of twelve 

children. Henry grew up in Anson County and, in 1903, married Atha Eulalia Russell, also of Anson 

County. The two began their family in March, 1905, with the first of their five daughter’s, Gertrude 

Beatrice. Their first son, Thomas Gaston (Uncle T.G.), was born two years later. He lived for 73 years and 

raised a family of three girls and two boys. Uncle T.G. died in Burke County, GA in 1980. A total of 

eleven children were born to Henry and Atha. 

Aunt Irene Holton (Irene Rebecca), the oldest living child, was born on 1 Nov 1908 and herself bore four 

children, three girls (including twin girls) and a boy. One of the twins also had twins. Then in succession 

the children came: Henry Bennett in 1910, who had a boy and a girl, and died in 1985; Russell Roland, in 

1912 who had only one son, and died in 1974; my dad, Woodrow Wilson was born in 1914 and died of 

accidental electrocution in 1953 at the age of 39. Daddy and Mama had two children. 

Aunt Annie Lee Holland was born in 1916 and died 40 years later without having children. Aunt Eula 

Radcliff Hughes (Mary Eulalia) was born in 1919, and is in excellent health living in North Augusta, SC at 

the age of seventy. She has one child, a girl. 

The last child born in Anson County, Drannon Wilcher, was born in 1922 and died at the age of fifteen. 

Determination has also been made that Granddaddy Henry moved to Georgia in search of work to support 

his family and better living conditions (according to Aunt Irene Holton). Most of the family remembers 

Henry was a farmer in Jefferson County (and probably a farmer in Anson County). Although, at the Ratliff 

Family Reunion in Anson County last October, Johnsie Evelyn Bowman Ratliff, now 82, remembered 

Henry and Atha leaving Anson County in the early 1920’s. Henry was going to work in a saw-mill with a 

relative who had already moved to Jefferson County, GA. She could not recall the relative’s name. 

William Henry died in Jefferson County in 1927 at the age of forty-six and was buried in the city cemetery 

in Louisville, GA. Atha and the children moved back to Anson County and lived for approximately two 

years before their house burned. Then they moved to Burke County, near Atha’s oldest daughter, Irene 

Rebecca. Aunt Marjorie Lamar shared with me a poem entitled “This Dismal Place”, which Grandma Atha 

supposedly wrote while living in Burke County. In part, the poem relates to Grandma’s love of Anson 

County and yearning for a return.  

If I had some flowers to bloom 

I would chase away some of this gloom. 

If living here behind these woods 

I’d leave this old place if I could. 

For neighbors here we have the frogs 

Which sit among these old wet boggs. 

And croak and croak both night and day 

As if these swamps were bright and gay. 

Our loved ones all have moved away 

Back here they could not bear to stay. 

I hope that we may also go 

Before next winters cold and snow. 

So now that spring with mantle green 

On every tree and branch is seen. 

We hope the Lord will guard us all, 

 For He even notes the sparrow’s fall. 

 

 
                 Anson County Courthouse 

Grandma Atha died in Burke County, GA on 4 Sept 1952 at the age of sixty 

five. She is buried in Waynesboro, Georgia, along with six of her children. 

Researching the “Ratliffs of William Henry” has taken many hours, but hours 

well spent. Enjoyable hours. Joanne and I can truthfully say we have learned an 

enormous amount about our family that we would not have known otherwise. 

This genealogical record about the Ratliffs can now be passed down to our 

children and, hopefully, to many generations in the future. 

 

 
The Barrett-Faulkner House was 
built in the early 1800’s, and was 
place on the National Registry in 
2012. It is near Peachland, N.C.   
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Possible Parents of our William Ratliff/Ratcliff of Anson County  
 
The following article was published on the Ratliff’s Ferry blog in 2017. It was researched and written 

by Ed Ratliff, of Anchorage, Alaska, with the help of our own May and Tom MacCallum of Rockingham, 

North Carolina. So far, researchers have run into a “roadblock” when trying to find out exactly where 

our earliest documented ancestor, William (1777 Anson County Will), fits into the Ratliffs/Ratcliffes 

from the Maryland colony. This piece is the best attempt so far, to answer that question. Genealogy is 

a detective science, and the names and places are like small pieces to one of those 1000 piece 

puzzles that are as complicated as you can imagine. Sometimes, just one of those pieces will open up 

an entirely new direction for researchers, but without the work of people like Ed and May, that piece 

might never be found. 
 

Many years of effort, study, research, travels and discussions regarding the parents of our William Ratliff 

(1777 Anson Co., NC will) have not yielded any results. Well, at least any definitive results. So after 

another trip to Maryland and visits with the Upper Shore Genealogical Society and Prince George’s 

Genealogical Society along with additional time in the Hall of Records in Annapolis, it seemed appropriate 

to establish in writing at least a circumstantial case for the parentage of our William. Therefore, what you 

read following MUST NOT be accepted as fact. Additional documentation must be developed to provide a 

more definitive link with the individuals you will find below. 

 

First, there are three Williams involved in this analysis. They are: 

     William Ratcliff (1696) – son of Quaker Richard Ratcliff and Mary Caterne of Talbot Co., MD. 

     William Ratcliffe (1741) – married to Hannah Cook(e) and a County Judge in Queen Anne’s Co., MD. 

     William Ratliff (1777) – our relative who wrote the Anson Co., NC will. 

William (1777) – date of birth given is 19 Feb. 1727 in Talbot Co., MD. Others have listed his place of 

birth as Queen Anne’s Co., MD. (Note: Located along the Chesapeake Bay on the Eastern Shore 

of Maryland, Talbot County was absorbed into Queen Anne’s County at a later date, and 

ceased to exist.) For the purpose of our presentation, we will use a birth year of 1727 and a place of 

birth as Queen Anne’s Co. although there is no documentation of either listing. 

       

Early in my efforts, I became acquainted with Clarence Earl Ratcliff who had done extensive research 

into his Ratcliff Family and had published several volumes of his work. As we developed our friendship by 

correspondence, I grew to love this man. He was a retired Methodist minister who loved his family and 

worked for over 30 years to put together what he claimed was a very exhaustive study of his Richard 

Ratcliff ancestor who came to Maryland in 1682 aboard the ship “Submission”. Richard landed in the 

Talbot Co. area of Maryland and married Mary Caterne. Their marriage produced several offspring. 
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One of the major characteristics of Richard and Mary Ratcliff was their Quaker faith (Society of Friends); 

the Quakers being very detailed record-keepers. Their records have been used to prove, or disprove many 

genealogical links. 

I had the joy and privilege to personally visit with Clarence on two special occasions. He was in declining 

health and suffering from Parkinson’s disease which ultimately took his life during the 1990’s. During the 

course of my relationship with him, he asked if I would digitize his records. The Internet was becoming an 

active source for genealogical information and Clarence wanted to have his work available for all to see. 

Many months were spent putting most of his genealogical information in a digital format. Once that was 

done, the information was sent to Pauline Brandy in Florida who actually established Clarence’s 

information in the format you see today online: 

                                                    http://ratcliff.rootsweb.ancestry.com. 

 

Potential Genealogy Conflict: When Clarence published his 1988 version of his book (before the 

information was made available online) he included our William Ratliff (1777) information as a son of his 

William Ratcliff (1696) and Mary Fellows. There is no known relationship between our William (1777) 

Ratliff and Clarence’s William (1696) Ratcliff. We may be related but until we can find more definitive 

proof, we have been reluctant to make this claim. Any such listing found anywhere should be examined 

cautiously before accepting as fact. 

 

In 1987, Howard Hazlewood and Betty Ratliff Carson published a well-researched work called: 

The William Ratcliff/Ratliff Family 

Of 

Maryland 

And 

Anson County, North Carolina 

A link to that work can be found at the following: 

              https://dcms.lds.org/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE203886&from=fhd. 

 

This work provided the framework and research path for others to follow in pursuing further Ratliff family 

research. In the course of their work, several “possibilities” of parentage for our William (1777) were put 

forth. But caution was made to secure definitive documentation regarding any claims before putting forth 

something as fact. 

 

During the course of understanding genealogical research and the establishment of more definitive or 

conclusive proof, a research method called FAN (Family – Associates – Neighbors) has been developed. 

When all else fails, look to others in the family or neighborhood for information. What follows, attempts to 

establish what can only be described as “circumstantial” possibilities of just who might be the parents of 

our William (1777) using this FAN approach. 

 

One of the “possibilities” Howard and Betty put forth for parentage of William (1777) was outlined on 

pages 6 and 7 of their book. Records of a Richard Ratliff were located in Prince George’s Co. where 

Richard was releasing his administration of his parent’s estate in 1741 to his uncle, Richard Touchstone. 

Readers of Ratliff’s Ferry will recall our writing regarding this couple in our posting dated 14 Oct. 2014. 

Please refer to that posting for a discussion and documentation of this “possibility”.[1] 

 

http://ratcliff.rootsweb.ancestry.com/
https://dcms.lds.org/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE203886&from=fhd
https://ratliffsferry.wordpress.com/#_ftn1
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Mention was made of the rather complete work done by George Ely Russell on the Touchstone Family[2]. 

While Mr. Russell only mentions Robert in reference to Mary Touchstone marrying Robert Ratliff and 

living in Prince George’s County, it is the history of the Touchstone family that bears some additional 

consideration. In his discussion, Mr. Russell states that daughter Mary Touchstone married Robert Ratliff. 

Nothing is mentioned regarding “where” Robert came from or how he might relate otherwise to the 

Touchstone family. Several Touchstone family members (Richard and Henry Touchstone) moved from 

Cecil Co., MD to Prince George’s Co, and are found in 1733 tax records. Why the move to Prince 

George’s Co. is unknown. 

 

Before 1733, Richard Touchstone (possibly a son of Richard & Christian Touchstone) settled in Monacacy 

Hundred in Prince George’s Co., MD. Richard’s name appears on the 1733 List of Taxables for Prince 

George’s Co., along with that of Robert Ratcliffe who reported paying a tax for one taxable adult male. 

 
According to the Prince George’s County Genealogical Society, only those individuals who produced work 

were counted for this tax. The women and children were not considered as persons who worked. However, 

as slaves did work they were counted in the levy of the tax. According to the 1733 tax roll, Robert Ratcliffe 

only reported tax for 1 unit. Therefore, he probably did not have any slaves and his wife and children were 

not considered for the payment of this tax. 

So who was Robert? How did he get to Prince George’s Co., and from where did he come? Those 

questions still remain to be answered. Mr. Russell points out in his Touchstone history the first Touchstone, 

Richard, came from Ireland in 1679 to Cecil Co., MD. Richard may have been an indentured servant of 

Thomas Taylor of Dorchester Co., MD. That had us consider whether Robert Ratliff may have been an 

indentured servant as well. A review of all of the published materials in the Prince George’s County 

Genealogical Society Research Library did not reveal any such listing of a Robert Ratliff as an indentured 

servant. 

But looking at what has happened as a result of the death and administration of the estates of both Robert 

and Mary, some “considerations” can be made about the “possibilities” of just how Robert & Mary might 

relate to our William Ratliff (1777). As related in our 14 Oct. 2014 posting, Robert died in 1739 in Prince 

George’s Co. Mary was assigned to be the administrix of his estate. She did make one accounting to the 

court in 1740. Richard Touchstone (brother of Mary) and James Hyat were sureties on the £150 bond 

posted for Mary. Richard Touchstone filed his £100 administrator bond, and it was signed by Humberstone 

Lyon and Henry Touchstone. 

 
Editor’s note: The entire document is shown here. Remember that most people could not read and write 

in the Maryland Colony in 1739. This document was written by a legal representative of the Court, and 

read to the principle in the company of witnesses. Richard Touchstone used an “R” for his mark. 

https://ratliffsferry.wordpress.com/#_ftn2
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Mary did not make further filings as she apparently had passed away by 1741. Richard Ratcliffe assumed the 

role of Administrator for both estates. 

 

On 24 June 1741, Richard Ratcliffe, son of Robert and Mary “signed over” his rights in his parents estate to 

his Uncle Richard Touchstone and asked that this Richard manage the estates and take care of Richard 

Ratcliffe’s brothers. The brothers were never named in the court filing. (Note: Humberstone Lyon was 

listed just above Robert Ratcliffe on the tax listing shown above, meaning that the two 

families were most likely close neighbors. He witnessed both of these documents.) 
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Why had Richard Ratcliffe renounced his administration responsibilities? Where did he go and what did he 

do? To this date, no record of what happened to Richard has been found. However, in examining the 

records of St. Luke’s Church, some “possibilities” arise. 

 

St. Luke’s Parish records that a marriage of Richard Ratcliffe to Mary Newton was performed 16 Feb. 

1750. The next year on 14 Jun. 1751, St. Luke’s records the birth of a son Richard to Richard & Mary 

Newton Ratliff. No further births for this marriage are found in the records of St. Luke’s Parish. 

According to Mr. Russell’s work, the Touchstone family left Maryland in 1752 for Anson Co., NC. No 

further mention of the Touchstone family is found in the records of St. Luke’s Parish. But the question 

bears asking, “Is this Richard Ratcliffe the same Richard Ratcliffe who renounced his administration 

responsibilities for his parents estate in 1741 in Prince George’s Co.? (Research indicates that he might 

have migrated to Queen Anne’s County, Maryland, across the Chesapeake Bay from Prince George’s 

County). If so, “why” would he migrate to Queen Anne’s Co., which meant he would have moved east, 

rather than south and west, as was the migration pattern at the time? Also, he had a rather large body of 

water (Chesapeake Bay) to cross which had to be somewhat of a difficult barrier considering the 

transportation facilities available at the time. These are questions still unanswered. 

Consider these possibilities: 

1. Robert and Mary Touchstone Ratliff were deceased by 1741 when their son Richard released his 

administration of their estates to his Uncle Richard Touchstone. Now, why would he do that? 

 

2. William Ratcliffe (1741) of Queen Anne’s Co. was deceased at that time. His widow, Hannah, had to 

care for five daughters. Is it “possible” that William (1741), had a brother, Robert, who lived in Prince 

George’s County, and William’s nephew, Richard, went to help his Aunt Hannah and the girls? 

 

3. If so, were Robert Ratliff of Prince George’s Co and William Ratcliffe (1741) of Queen Anne’s Co. 

brothers? They died within a couple of years of each other and could have been about that far apart in 

their ages. 

 

Mr. Russell also discusses the 16 Feb. 1757, North Carolina will of Richard Touchstone. Among other 

provisions, Richard leaves £15 Maryland money to be paid to William and [Anselus?] Wratliff. We have 

not discovered just who Anselus might be. But in examining other handwriting done during these colonial 
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times, the W before the ratliff could be just a fancy way of beginning writing the name. However, further 

examination should be done to discover if there is actually anyone with the last name, Wratliff. Because 

Richard Touchstone in North Carolina is leaving money to his “presumed” nephews, could that link back 

to the administration of the Robert and Mary Touchstone Ratliff estate relinquished to Richard Touchstone, 

from his nephew, Richard Ratliff, in 1741? 

Many who have posted their family trees on Family Search and Ancestry have placed William (1777) as 

the child of Robert and Mary Touchstone Ratcliff in Prince George’s Co., MD. But as Howard and Betty 

point out, much research remains. But records are scarce or nonexistent. 

William Ratcliff (1741): In the course of doing Ratliff family research, many found a William Ratcliffe 

(1741) of Queen Anne’s County, Maryland, who owned a pew at St. Luke Parish Church. Who is this 

William and how, if any connection, is he related to our William? 

 

This William Ratcliff (1741) was married to Hannah Cook(e) and was of some prominence in Queen 

Anne’s Co. He was also active in the church community having been a member of St. Paul’s Church and 

then one of the original vestrymen of St. Luke’s Parish Church when it was established from St. Paul’s in 

1728[3]. 

In 1739, he was listed as one of the Justices of the County Court of Queen Anne’s Co.[4] 

Many have suggested this William Ratcliffe (1741) might be the father or grandfather of our William 

(1777). An examination of the will of William Ratcliffe (1741) reveals he and wife Hannah Cook(e) had 

five daughters. No sons were listed in the will. The established legal inheritance law in Maryland at this 

time was called “Primogeniture” – the right, by law or custom, of the legitimate, firstborn son to inherit his 

parent’s entire or main estate, in preference to daughters, elder illegitimate sons, younger sons and 

collateral relatives implied that the eldest son did not have to be named in the will. Therefore, did William 

(1741) have a son and, if so, did he obtain any of the property of William (1741) upon his father’s death? 

The land acquisitions of William Ratcliffe (1741) were examined and all of his known land acquisitions 

were listed in William’s (1741) will and given to his wife, Hannah, and daughters named in the will. No 

known land acquired by William (1741) was omitted from his will. So there does not appear to be any male 

heirs from this marriage of William Ratcliffe (1741) & Hannah Cook(e). 

An outline of William’s (1741) will and his land acquisitions are listed in the addendum at the end of this 

summary. 

Hamer Family Possibility: Upon examining the genealogy of William (1741) Ratcliffe and Hannah 

Cook(e), you will find a marriage of a Hannah Ratcliffe to John Hamer. Family researchers have had 

conflicting positions regarding whether this Hannah is the daughter, or the widow, of William (1741). 

Noted researchers Catherine Stein and her son, Jay, have stated that Hannah is the widow of William 

(1741), not the daughter. This marriage occurred in 1742, after the death of William (1741). William 

(1741) and John Hamer also appear to have known each other, and it was usual for widows to marry within 

two years of becoming a widow. The Stein’s also put forth another marriage for a Hannah Ratcliffe and a 

James Benson dated 9 Aug 1748.[5]  Here are a couple of observations regarding that “possibility”.  

 

From what we have seen regarding William Ratcliffe (1741), he was very loyal and 

faithful to both St. Paul’s and St. Luke’s Church. All of the other girls in this family 

were married in St. Luke’s Parish. But this Hannah Ratcliffe was married to James 

Benson in Talbot Co., MD. It seems a little unusual for all of the girls to be married 

in their father’s church except for one. However, if you consider that Hannah who 

married John Hamer was the “daughter” of William (1741) and Hannah Cook(e), 

then the children of James Ratliff and Frances Hicks Hamer of Anson County, have 

 

https://ratliffsferry.wordpress.com/#_ftn3
https://ratliffsferry.wordpress.com/#_ftn4
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/firstborn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inheritance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Estate_(law)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cadet_branch
https://ratliffsferry.wordpress.com/#_ftn5
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a direct blood relationship to this William (1741). If the Hannah was the “widow” of 

William (1741) then, obviously this relationship cannot be claimed. In either 

example, a “relationship” to the William (1741) would seem to be in order. 

 

Some Hamer genealogists have also mentioned that another daughter of William Ratcliff (1741) and 

Hannah Cook(e), Elizabeth Ratcliff, married Thomas Hamer, possibly a brother to John Hamer who 

married Hannah. This connection needs further proof but needs to be listed as a “possibility”. 

Vanderford Family Possibility: Because of references to the Vanderford family found in some of our 

Anson Co., NC, Ratliff land records, additional research was given to how this Vanderford family may 

relate to our Ratliff family. In our posting to this blog of 12 Jul. 2013, the Vandiford[6] name was found in 

the sale of some land. Anson Co., NC land owned by Richard Ratliff was sold 14 Oct. 1811 and the many 

heirs of Richard’s land were listed. Included are James and Rachel Vandiford. So we have a Richard Ratliff 

dying and leaving his land to his heirs, one of which is named Rachel who was married to a Vanderford. 

That sent us looking for Vanderford Family history and we found a rather lengthy and detailed history at 

the following link: 

                                                         http://www.vanderfordfamily.com 

 

In the course of that history, we came across a James Vanderford marrying Rachel Ratliff. Rachel was 

listed as the daughter of Richard and Mary Newton Ratliff with a date of birth estimated between 1755-

1774. Rachel died in Hickman Co., TN in 1848. No documentation is provided for this marriage or the 

connection with Richard and Mary Newton. 

Was this Richard Ratliff the same Richard Ratcliffe that renounced his administration of his parent’s estate 

in Prince George’s Co., MD in 1741? 

Was this Richard Ratliff the same Richard that married Mary Newton in Queen Anne’s Co., MD in 1750? 

Was this the same Richard Ratliff whose wife Mary had a son Richard in 1751? 

Is it possible that this Richard maintained a relationship with his Uncle Richard Touchstone who migrated 

to Anson Co., NC in 1752? 

Did this Richard’s wife Mary have a daughter Rachel who married James Vanderford? 

All of those and more are questions that still remain to be answered. But for the sake of discussing 

“possibilities”, let’s consider that this Richard IS the same Richard mentioned in all of those possibilities 

mentioned above. He did go to Queen Anne’s Co, to “possibly” help with Aunt Hannah and her 5 

daughters. He met and married Mary Newton and they had Richard and Rachel as children. Rachel then 

married into the Vanderford family. Was the Vanderford family in Queen Anne’s Co.? Yes! Michael 

Powell Vanderford and Charles Vanderford were listed as early land owners in Queen Anne’s Co. in 1707. 

Charles was also very active on the vestry of St. Paul’s church. Among others who also purchased land 

around 1707 were John Pratt, John Hamer, Jr., Thomas Everett, Trustram [Tristram]? Thomas, just to 

mention a few last names found in our Ratliff heritage. These are family names associated with the 

Ratliff’s in Maryland and North Carolina. All of these individuals were either residents or owners of 

property in what was then Queen Anne’s County (which included the present county of Caroline) prior to 

and including 1726[7]. 

 

St. Paul’s Church, Queen Anne’s Co., MD: Several references to Charles Vanderford are found in the 

early records of this church. This is also the church in which William Ratcliffe (1741) was an active 

member as mentioned earlier.[8] 

 

https://ratliffsferry.wordpress.com/#_ftn6
http://www.vanderfordfamily.com/
https://ratliffsferry.wordpress.com/#_ftn7
https://ratliffsferry.wordpress.com/#_ftn8
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While the above information does not answer the original question of just “who” are the parents of our 

William (1777), it does outline what additional work has been done these past few years and where 

possible additional work needs to be done. Howard and Betty said it best: “Much research needs to be 

done”. 

Sincere thanks to Tom & May MacCallum for their help in editing the above and for providing much of the 

leg work in putting together our Anson Co., NC Ratliff family picture. Such precious family connections 

have been created and are cherished. 

  

WILLIAM RATCLIFFE WILL 

Executed 10 Jan 1740 

Queen Anne’s Co., MD 

  

Item 1          My soul to Almighty God & body to be buried in a Christian like manner. 

Item 2         To wife Hannah – my now dwelling plantation with all the lands there unto during her natural 

lifetime. After her death, daughter Hannah to have possession & enjoy the same plantation & lands & 

premises forever. 

Item 3         Daughter Mary wife of Thomas Hackett 150 acres of land lying on Jones Creek being part of 

Shepherds Fortune which William purchased from William Shepherd, forever. 

Item 4         Daughters Jane & Frances – all land called Lloyd Freshes which lies main county road and 

the ____to be divided equally in quantity & quality. 

Item 5.        Daughter Elizabeth – all my land which runs from the Church Landing being part of Spread 

Eagle & part of Lloyd’s Freshes and is that part which runs and is bounded on one side with White Hall 

& on the other side with the Spread Eagle aforesaid and running up with said lands by the church to the 

main road as above said and also with the main road to the Spread Eagle & White Hall as aforesaid, 

forever. 

Item 6         Daughter Elizabeth – my lot of land and dwelling thereon lying & being in Angle Town in 

Queen Anne’s County, forever. 

As for my personal estate I leave to be divided between my wife & 5 children. Negro Ann & Negro Peter, I 

give to Jane which she is not to have before her day of marriage. And two other Negroes named Sam & 

Chester I give to daughter Frances on her day of marriage. 

The residue of my personal estate to be divided between daughters Hannah & Elizabeth. 

  

WILLIAM RATTCLIFFE LAND 

Queen Anne’s Co., MD 

Shepherd’s Fortune – purchased from William Shepherd 12 Sep 1728[9]. Willed to daughter Mary (wife 

of Thomas Hackett) Jan 1740 will. 

Collins Mill – purchased 8 May 1727[10] for 400 lbs. of tobacco. Land on Smith Creek branch of Chester 

River being part of tract of land called Spread Eagle. 

Lloyd’s Freshes – purchased originally 16 Mar 1679 by Phillemon Loyd. William Ratcliffe purchased part 

of Lloyd’s Freshes 27 Sep 1730 

  

  

https://ratliffsferry.wordpress.com/#_ftn9
https://ratliffsferry.wordpress.com/#_ftn10
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Footnotes 

[1] https://ratliffsferry.wordpress.com/ 

[2] Maryland Genealogical Society Bulletin, Vol. 37, #3, Summer 1996, pp 289-298 

[3] Queen Anne’s County Maryland, Its Early History, Frederic Emory originally published in the Centreville Observer 1886-1887, PP 162-209. 
[4] Queen Anne’s County Maryland, Its Early History, Frederic Emory originally published in the Centreville Observer 1886-1887, p 128. 

[5] Maryland Marriages, 1634-1777, Robert Barnes. 

[6] Spelling found in document. Later spelled as Vanderford. 
[7] Queen Anne’s County Maryland, Its Early History, Frederic Emory originally published in the Centreville Observer 1886-1887, pp 48, 49 

[8]Queen Anne’s County Maryland, Its Early History, Frederic Emory originally published in the Centreville Observer 1886-1887, pp 157-159, 164, 165, 200. 

[9] Maryland Land Records, Annapolis, MD RT B 207-208 
[10] Maryland Land Records, Annapolis, MD IK C 119-120  

 

       Estates in Queen Anne’s County, Maryland 

These houses are representative of the kind of buildings that might have existed on the Eastern Shore of 

Maryland at the time the Ratliff’s lived there. Some are still standing today. 

 
 

    
 

   
  

https://ratliffsferry.wordpress.com/#_ftnref1
https://ratliffsferry.wordpress.com/
https://ratliffsferry.wordpress.com/#_ftnref2
https://ratliffsferry.wordpress.com/#_ftnref3
https://ratliffsferry.wordpress.com/#_ftnref4
https://ratliffsferry.wordpress.com/#_ftnref5
https://ratliffsferry.wordpress.com/#_ftnref6
https://ratliffsferry.wordpress.com/#_ftnref7
https://ratliffsferry.wordpress.com/#_ftnref8
https://ratliffsferry.wordpress.com/#_ftnref9
https://ratliffsferry.wordpress.com/#_ftnref10
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Ratliff Reunion is on October 20th… 
A month from now our families will gather at the Bethel Church Community Center for our 64th annual 

reunion.  So that we can allow folks time to arrive after church this year, we will be serving lunch just a 

little bit later than in the past. You’re welcome to come after 11 a.m., but we will eat at 1 p.m.  Jack 

Ratcliff will have his “Show and Tell” displays set up, and I’ll be adding a number of posters to the mix, so 

you’ll have plenty to keep you busy before we eat.  I’ll be making two cobblers this year, Peach and 

Blackberry.  We’ll have quite a spread of homecooked delicacies, including chicken, ham, and various 

casseroles.  Home grown tomatoes, corn, green beans, and squash will be there to fill your plates.  And the 

dessert tables will offer its usual selection of cakes, cobblers, and Banana Pudding. Of course, all of those 

delicious treats will be made by you, so bring that special recipe to share with a hungry crowd.  We’ll 

supply the rolls, and all the trimmings and utensils. Both Sweet and Unsweet tea will be flowing, and we’ll 

have lots of ice. 

 As is customary, we’ll set our officers for next year, and we’ll let everyone introduce themselves and their 

family.  There will be Gift Cards for the youngest and the oldest, and for the one who drove the farthest to 

get there. If the food, family, and gifts aren’t enough to convince you that you should come, there’s an 

added incentive this year.  As some of you know, I’m a pretty fair photographer of the North Carolina 

Mountains.  I sell my large blocked canvas art photos for $350.00 each around Lake Lure. I’m donating 

one of those pieces as a door prize, with everyone in attendance, including the kiddies, eligible to take it 

home.  It’s a view of the Blue Ridge Parkway at Grandfather Mountain and the world famous Linn Cove 

Viaduct land bridge. All you have to do is be there, and we’ll have a drawing to get a winner. 

    

Last year I had an episode of high blood pressure, and couldn’t drive for two weeks, and had to miss the 

reunion, but all of that is behind me, and I’m looking forward to seeing everyone again, and sharing family 

stories and history.  Last year, a number of you visited the Ratliff Family Burial Ground, and this year we 

will go to two more places where our ancestors are sleeping.  Near Morven is the burial ground of the 

Thomas Ratliff family. Thomas (1827-1880) was a son of Elijah (1787-1865), the “River Rat”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ray Morgan  

 

 



 

 

 

15 

We’ll also stop at the Morven Cemetery, where many Ratliffs rest.  Maybe we can get Jack Ratliff to join 

us there and share the many stories that go along with the graves. He is the authority. 

   

The Bethel United Methodist Church Community Center is located south of Wadesboro at the intersection 

of Highway 742 and Gatewood Station Road.  If you have questions, you can reach me in the Mountains at 

828-288-4142. Please forward this newsletter to everyone on your family list.  Print out a copy for your 

permanent file and to give to those who don’t use a computer or Smartphone.   

                               2017 Reunion Video:      https://youtu.be/usOypqr9r2o  

Recent Photos of my Family in Florida and Texas… 

    
My niece Sherrie in Dallas with daughter Madison, her daughter, Delaney, my sister-in-law Vicki with 

grandkids Eric and Penny, brother Wade with his inlaws Rene and Al Stein. Al just celebrated his 94th. 

   
Hurricane Dorian relief drive. My niece, Charlene (Sherrie’s sister) and husband Michael, center 

pic, with son Blake and daughter Ashley, spearheaded the collection of urgently needed supplies in 

their Ft. Lauderdale neighborhood, and shipped them to the devastated Northern Bahamas. Blake, in 

blue shirt, flew a plane load of those supplies to Nassau. He got his pilot’s license earlier this year. I’m 

so proud of them for what they do. 

https://youtu.be/usOypqr9r2o
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My nephew, Matt, just turned 25. He is my brother Wade’s son. My mom, Virginia Ratcliffe Helms, is his 

grandmother. He is the great-great-great grandson of John Perry and Susan Ratliff Ratliff (first cousins). 

When he had his first haircut, Wade made this video.          https://youtu.be/_sKGe5EYoIE        

 

 

 
Matt and Shayna graduated from the        

University of Central Florida 

 
Three Generations- 

Matt with brother, David and 

David’s son, Eric, and grand 

dad, Wade. 
 

 
Skiing in Colorado in June… 

https://youtu.be/_sKGe5EYoIE
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Ratliffs who have Passed On…. 
Mrs. Glennie Ratliff Crepps, 94, passed away on Friday, September 13, 2019 at Anson Health and 

Rehab in Wadesboro. 

Glennie was born January 31, 1925 in Anson County, NC a daughter of the late John Franklin Ratliff 

and the late Catherine Bryant Ratliff. She graduated from Lilesville High School, was an accomplished 

seamstress and a member of Gum Springs Baptist Church. She descended from Elijah and Nancy 

Jernigan Ratliff, of Cairo, North Carolina, and from William and Elinor Burke Ratliff or Queen Mary’s 

County, Maryland. 

Surviving are her sons, Ricky Barnhill of Wadesboro, and Ronnie Barnhill and wife, Carole, of 

Lilesville; her grandchildren, Katherine Barnhill of Monroe, Ricky Barnhill and Danny Barnhill both of 

Wadesboro and Brandee Khoshnevis and husband, Amir, of Charlotte; her great-grandchildren, Tara 

Sherrod, Christian Newberry, Allyson Wooten, Kassi, Brantley, Victoria, Michelle and Bryant Ray 

Barnhill and Royaa, Reza and Lila Khoshnevis; her brother, Tootsie Raliff and wife, Linda of Lilesville 

and her nieces and nephews and their families. 

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her brother and sisters, Curtis Ratliff, Betty Jane 

Threadgill and Aline Robbins. 

 

David Gayland "Pops" Ratliff Sr., age 80, passed away on Sunday, January 27, 2019, surrounded by 

his family. 

Gayland was born February 12, 1938, in Anson County to James and Clara Ratliff. "Pops" enjoyed 

sports and gardening, but most of all he loved his family. He had been a member of Westchester Baptist 

Church for over forty years. 

Gayland worked in the food distribution industry retiring from Sysco Food Service. 

Gayland was preceded in death by his parents James and Clara Ratliff; brothers Andrew Ratliff and 

Aaron Ratliff; and sisters Esther Preslar and Edna Rogers. 

Survivors include Gayland's wife of 60 years, Peggy Tice Ratliff; son David G. Ratliff, Jr. (Nancy Jo 

Mabe Ratliff); daughters Sherry Ratliff Pearson and Terri Ratliff; grandchildren Hannah Ratliff and Ben 

Ratliff; brothers Delton Ratliff and Dallas Ratliff; sisters Ernestine Brooks and Avis Crowley; many 

nieces and nephews and many special friends.  

 

Mr. William Lloyd Ratliff, 81, of Monroe, passed away on Saturday, September 29, 2018 at the 

Hospice House of Union County. He was born June 15, 1937 in Anson County to the late William 

Parsons and Ruth Johnson Ratliff.  

Mr. Ratliff graduated from Morven High School in 1955. He then attended Pfeiffer University where he 

received his undergraduate degree in 1959. He continued his education at the University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill and received his Master of Education in 1963.  

He served as principal of East Elementary School, John D. Hodges Elementary School, Walter Bickett 

Elementary School and retired as the principal of Monroe High School. While working as principal he 

also completed his Advanced Master of Education degree from the University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill in 1976. He received the Monroe Jaycees Outstanding Young Educator Award in 1967 and 

the Monroe City Schools Outstanding Administrator of the Year Award in 1987.  

Mr. Ratliff was an active member of Central United Methodist Church where he received the United 

Methodist Laity of the Year Award in 1999. He was also active in the Monroe Civitan Club where he 

received Civitan of the Year in 1993.  

He  is survived by his wife of 58 years, Nancy Huntley Ratliff, children; Christine Ratliff Poythress and 

husband Kevin; William Lloyd Ratliff Jr. (Brother) and wife Kristy; grandchildren; Nolan Clinton 

Poythress, Lauren Neal Poythress, Karson Leigh Mendenhall and husband Dalton, and William Lloyd 

Ratliff III (Trey). 

 In addition to his parents, his sister, Lynne Ratliff Smith, preceded him in death.  
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 On Friday, September 21, 2018, James “Jamey” Gaston Ratliffe, III, 46, peacefully found eternal 

rest with his devoted family gathered around him. 

            Jamey was born October 13, 1971 in Stanly County, NC the only son of James Gaston Ratliffe, 

Jr. and Dianne Trexler Deese. He was a 1990 graduate of Anson High School and worked briefly for the 

Employment Security Commission in Wadesboro. He was a member of First Presbyterian Church, 

Wadesboro. 

            He was an avid hunter and fisherman. He was a UNC Tarheels and Dallas Cowboys fan and 

enjoyed NASCAR; being a fan of Dale Earnhardt, Sr. and Kale Yarborough. 

            Jamey is survived by his father, Jimmy Ratliffe of Wadesboro; his mother and step-father, 

Dianne and Danny Deese of Wadesboro; his sisters and brothers-in-law, Tracey and Tippy Leary of 

Peachland and Holly and Greg Stewart of Claremont; his nieces, Lauren (Josh) Casher of Charlotte, 

Brittany (Eric Johnson) Leary and Lacey Leary both of Peachland; his maternal grandmother, Mary 

Shepherd Gaddy Trexler of Wadesboro and his beloved Chihuahua, Paco. 

            Also surviving are his aunts and uncles, LuAnn and Billy Short, Rodney and Barbara Ratliffe, 

David and Peggy Trexler, Glenn and Vera Trexler and Dwight and Jeanne Trexler all of Wadesboro, 

Lynn and Tim Barbee of Morven, Carol and Peter Krough of Siasconset, MA and Gloria Long of 

Rockingham; his cousins and their families and his best friend, who was much like a brother, Toby 

Carpenter of Wadesboro. 

            He was preceded in death by his paternal grandparents, James and Margretta Hildreth Ratliffe 

and his maternal grandfather, George Robert Trexler. 

 

 

Carl Thomas Ratliff, 86, died June 24, 2018.  Carl’s passing was reported in the 

Ratliff Newsletter in 2018, but he was such an important part of the Ratliff 

Reunions that I wanted to remember him again in this special way.  Carl’s father 

was Carl Lacy Ratliff (1898-1965), who I wrote about in the article on the front 

of this newsletter.  His grandfather was William Gaston Ratliff (1853-1930) 

who was my great-grandfather Francis “Frank” Ratliff’s brother.  

Carl was born in Anson County on May 2, 1932, a son of the late Carl Lacy Ratliff and 

the late Sara Burch Ratliff. He was a US Army veteran of the Korean Conflict and 

worked constructing electric power grid lines. He is resting in Deep Gap Baptist 

Church Cemetery, near the grave of his great-grandmother, Susan Ratliff Ratliff. 

 Survivors include two sons, Carl Ratliff of Ft. Myers, FL and Eddie Ratliff of Charlotte; two 

granddaughters, Kaylynn Ratliff and Joslynn Lily Ratliff; a brother, Bill (Betty Jean) Ratliff of 

Wadesboro; and a sister, Mrs. Elizabeth R. (Ronald) Goins of Winston-Salem. In addition to his parents, 

Carl was preceded in death by his wife, Kay West Ratliff; and a sister, Susan Ratliff Brown. 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 


